
 

In this text, we find a man named 
Simeon who was found faithfully 
waiting on the promise of Christ's 
birth, because the Holy Spirit re-
vealed to him that he would not die 
until he saw the consolation of Israel.  

 
That which makes him worthy of our 
consideration in this season is that 
everyone who walks with God will 
need to know how to wait on God. 
Waiting on God is crucial because 
God does not always do things for us 
in the immediate, but He does come 
through for us in the ultimate.   

 
Society, with its technology, has 
taught us to expect everything on de-
mand, but everything with God is not 
always on demand, for in His Divine 
Sovereign Omnipotence, God oft-
times causes a divine delay between 
what He has promised and what He 
performs, and He reserves the right 
to press pause between speaking and 
showing up. Oft times God plans an 
intermission between what He de-
clares and what He does.  

 
I want to posit that waiting on God 
must become a lifestyle for the trust-
ing child of God. Waiting on God 
means that I believe God will do 
what God said He will do. As Chris-
tians, we wait on God to answer our 
prayers; to turn things around; to 
bring wayward children back home; 
to open doors for us, and to direct 
our path. We may not like waiting  

 

 

 

because we naturally equate wait-
ing with wasting, but Simeon is rel-
evant to us because he teaches us to 
believe if God declared it, then He 
will do it, and if He promised it, 
then He will perform it.  

 
Waiting is really an expression of 
our faith in the God we profess to 
serve. Those of us who believe in 
the prophetic messages of the Bible 
are waiting on the Lord’s second 
coming, His ultimate promise. For 
we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, but we have a more 
sure word of prophecy. Brothers 
and sisters may Simeon’s example 
encourage us to stand on the prom-
ises of His Word, and may his ex-
ample prepare others for His soon 
second return because all just, de-
vout, Holy Ghost-filled people will 
wait on the Lord and the fulfill-
ment of His Word.  

 
 

joy 
grace 

hope-love 
faith-peace 

honor-purity 
justice-charity 

courage-loyalty 
goodness-prudence 
sympathy-humility 

fortitude-temperance 
brotherhood-cooperation 

and 
God 

is 
Love 

       O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  B E R M U D A  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  S E V E N T H - D A Y  A D V E N T I S T S   

                    Streams of  L ight  

December, 2022 

Season’s 
Greetings 

President’s Christmas Message 
Wait on It - Luke 2:25-35 
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On September 25, at the Third Quadrennial Session of 
the Bermuda Conference, two hundred and twenty-five 
delegates met at the Bermuda Institute Auditorium to 
receive reports and elect officers for the quadrennium, 
2022-2026. 
 
Richard Martin, the pastor of the Devonshire church, 
delivered the devotional message "I'm Choosing to 
Trust God".  Using Exodus 14: 10-17 as his texts, he 
drew on the children of Israel’s Red Sea experience 
and God's protection from Pharaoh's army.  He said 
God could have led them the fast way, but shortcuts are 
not always the best because there may be obstacles we 
are not ready to face.  
 
He encouraged the delegates to develop and operate on 
God-givens:  Trust in the Lord; Cast your cares upon 
Him; No weapon formed against you shall prosper.  
 
“God provides impenetrable protection and has invisi-
ble options,” he said…. “Just because you don’t see 
something coming doesn’t mean you shouldn’t come 
and see it.” He invited the delegates to come and see a 
God who is worthy of our trust, our hope, and our de-
pendence because His leadership is intentional. 
 
After the devotion and the official call and seating of 
delegates, DeJaun Tull, the executive secretary, called 
the third quadrennial session to order.  The delegates 
then received and voted on reports from the president, 
executive secretary, treasurer, auditor, and the Consti-
tution and Bylaws Committee’s recommended chang-
es. 
 
Following the report from the nominating committee 
secretary, Nikita Euler, delegates reelected Kenneth 
Manders as president for the third time.  As the Consti-
tution allows for only three consecutive terms, this will 
be his last presidential term.  In accepting the presiden-
cy, Manders thanked the leadership of the Union, the 
Conference administrative team, the office staff, and 
the constituents for giving him another opportunity to 
serve.   “I am your servant,” he said.   
 
W. DeJaun Tull was reelected executive secretary, Aa-
ron Spencer, interim treasurer (as he plans to retire as 
soon as a suitable replacement is found), and Rosemary 
Tyrrell, Education Superintendent.  Additionally, the 
delegates voted for the Executive Committee and Trus-

tee Committee members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voted departmental directors are: 
 
Adventist Youth Ministry—David Steede II 
Associate director for teens—Michael Simmons 
Associate director for Pathfinders—LaGregg Smith 
Children’s Ministries—Valvet Scott 
Communications—Damon Hendrickson 
Community Services—Dora Baker 
Family Ministries—Richard Martin 
Men’s Ministries—Dwayne Burgess 
Health—Leonard Gibbons 
Hispanic Ministries—Hector M. Quinones 
Human Relations/Intercultural—DeJaun Tull 
Human Relations Associate—Ernestine DeGraff, 
Intercultural Associate—Loida Ratteray 
Media Ministries  - Hector M. Quinones 
Ministerial—DeJaun Tull 
Personal Ministries—Kenneth Simons 
Possibility Ministries—Pauline DeShield 
Prayer Ministry—Michelle Hill 
Prison Ministry—Kirk Johnson 
Publishing—Norma Lynn Showers 
Religious Liberty (PARL) —Carlyle C. Simmons 
Sabbath School Associates—Carlyle C. Simmons,    
Roslyn Francis 
Stewardship (Interim)—Aaron Spencer 
Trust Services (Interim)—Aaron Spencer 
Women’s Ministries—Michelle Hill 
 
The Nominating Committee referred to the Executive 
Committee to fill the positions of directors for music, 
retention and reclamation, Sabbath School, and associ-
ate director for Adventist Youth (young adults). 

 
Atlantic Union officials in attendance were Pierre 
Omeler, Union president and chair of the Nominating 
Committee, and Elias Zabala, the Union treasurer. 

Report of the 3rd Quadrennial Session ...  by Joi Tyrrell 



Cup Match is Cricket ...  by Joi Tyrrell 
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Prophecies ran wild as the eleven churches of the Ber-
muda Conference gathered at the end of July to wit-
ness the first-ever Adventist Cup Match Cricket.  Held 
at the Shelly Bay Field in Hamilton parish, Team 
Somerset sporting red and blue, and Team St George's 
light blue and navy, met in the spirit of friendship to 
battle for the Cup.  Gerald Simons captained Team St 
George's, while Kenneth Manders captained Team 
Somerset.  Would St. George's be the victors, or 
would Somerset triumph?  Time would tell! 
 
Adventist Cup Match was organized by David Steede, 
Conference Youth Director and pastor of the Hamilton 
church.  He had planned basketball and football 
league games for the youth, but when Manders, presi-
dent of the Bermuda Conference, suggested he also 
consider cricket, the idea of the Adventist Cup Match 
was birthed.  
 
Cup Match is deeply embedded in the Bermudian 
spirit and is always played between Somerset Cricket 
Club (in the west) and St George's Cricket Club (in 
the east).  It is undoubtedly the biggest and most pop-
ular public holiday of the year and is celebrated on the 
Thursday and Friday closest to August 1.  The first 
day of Cup Match honours Emancipation Day, August 
1, 1834, and the abolition of slavery in Bermuda.  The 
second day, Mary Prince Day, remembers Mary 
Prince, a once-enslaved Bermudian who became a 
hero of the abolitionist movement in Britain.   
 
Cricket is played with a bat and ball between two 
teams of eleven players: batters, bowlers, and wicket-
keepers.  Two umpires officiate the game.   The object 
is for the bowler to take wickets; he does this if the 
batsman is bowled, caught, stumped or run out.  
(Wickets are three wooden stumps stuck in the ground 
and spaced so that a cricket ball would not pass 
through them).  While the batting team tries to score 
runs by running between two sets of wickets at each 
end of the pitch, the fielding team tries to stop them 
and record outs.  The side that scores more runs wins.  
The Adventist Cup Match comprised 30 overs (a set 
of 6 legitimate balls delivered by a selected bowler to 
the on-strike batsman of the opposing team).  There 
were unlimited outs and only one inning per team.  St. 
George’s won the toss and sent the Somerset team in 
to bat first.  
 
Somerset got off to an impressive start with opening 

batsmen Rohan Simons and Malachi Jones.  Their 
partnership racked up 118 runs before the first wicket 
fell.  Jones retired (gave up his opportunity to bat on), 
having scored 100.  Following this, wickets tumbled 
quickly.  After 30 overs, Somerset had scored 203 
runs for the loss of 14 wickets. 
 
St. George's went to bat next, with Gerald Simons, Jr. 
and Dejon Carey opening their batting.  Their partner-
ship, after six overs, produced 74 runs before the first 
wicket fell.  After 24.5 overs, St. George's scored 204 
for three wickets lost.  A crushing defeat for team 
Somerset; a glorious win for team St. George's. 
 
Steede congratulated the winning team and described 
the Match as thrilling, refreshing, clean-fun and a 
wonderful fellowship with friends and family.  He 
thanked the umpires, the players, the commentators, 
the volunteers, the supporters and the vendors, which 
included the Pathfinders fundraising for the Interna-
tional Pathfinder Camporee in August 2024.   

Photos by Ricardo Clarke 
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On August 29, 2022, the Executive Com-
mittee voted to accept a call for Pastor Ul-
ric Hetsberger to serve at the Washington 
State conference as pastor of the Emerald 
City Community Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in  Seattle, Washington.  Pastor 
Hetsberger began his ministry in the Ber-
muda Conference as pastor of the Pem-
broke church on April 1, 2006.  He later 
pastored Restoration Ministries, and for the 
last eight (8) years he has served as pastor 
of Midland Heights church, and most re-
cently, he served as pastor of St. David’s 
church, along with his departmental re-
sponsibilities. We wish him, and Ruth, our 
English teacher at Bermuda Institute, 
heaven’s best as God leads them to serve 
Him on the West Coast in North America. 
The Hetsbergers will be missed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 24, 2022, the Executive Com-
mittee voted to accept a call for Pastor 
Cyril Millett to serve at the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Canada headquarters 
as the executive secretary. Pastor Millett 

has served Bermuda Conference as pastor 
of Rockaway, Restoration, and St. 
George’s churches respectively and most 
recently he gave service in our conference 
as our superintendent of education. We 
wish Pastor Millett and Glenda all of 
heaven’s best as they continue their service 
for the Lord in Canada. We know the Lord 
will continue to use them in His service. 
The Milletts will be missed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us pray for both of these ministering  
families as they continue to give pastoral  
and conference leadership in the North 
American Division.  

  

Two of our Pastors Accept Overseas Calls 



From the Executive Secretary . . . 
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Will you be home for Christmas?  That’s a common question at this time of 
the year.  And it started me asking the question, where is home?  I am re-
minded of this definition from Brother Andrew in his book Battle for Africa : 
“A missionary should have two homes, heaven and the country that they live 
in, which excludes the country that they come from.”  So where is home for 
you? 
 
Jesus was born in an animal manger.  He graduated to a status where He 
had nowhere to lay His head.  Home for Jesus, however, was not where he 
was from but wherever we are.  It was always Jesus’ purpose to dwell with 
us.  In the Garden of Eden, God asked our foreparents, “Where are you?”  In 
the time of the Exodus, God said, “Let them make Me a sanctuary that I may 
dwell among them.”  When Jesus came, the record says, “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us.”  Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God” (Rev 21:3). 
 
As Jesus loved to be with us His family, may you enjoy this season with your 
family and may the Grace and Favor of Christ be with you during this 
Christmas Season and throughout 2023! 
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2022 Statistical Report  . . . To end of 3rd Qtr. 

APPOINTMENTS VOTED BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

NAME NEW APPOINTMENTS 

Marie Franklin School Board representative—Rockaway 

Dwayne Hill School Board representative—Pembroke 

Lorenzo Burch School Board representative—Hamilton 

Alethia Gooden-Young School Board representative—Somerset 

Ramona Douglas School Board representative—Devonshire 

Coggie Gibbons Constitution & Bylaws representative—Warwick 

Fred Swan Constitution & Bylaws representative—Bermuda Institute 

Tammy Robinson Community Services Federation President 
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Calendar of Events 

January 3 Bermuda Conference office reopens 

January 8 Children’s Ministries— Minute to Win It Social 

January 11-21 10 Days of Prayer 

January 11 Constitution & Bylaws Meeting via Zoom 

January 15 Officers Training 

January 30 Bermuda Conference EXCOM 

February 4 Children’s Ministries—Skating Social 

February 5 Bermuda Conference Workers Meeting 

February 18 Town Hall Meeting—Hamilton SDA Church 

February 27 Bermuda Conference EXCOM 

March 3-5 Women’s Ministry Weekend 

March 4 Children’s Ministries—Fun Castle Social 

March 11-April 1 Evangelism—Central  

March 12 Pathfinder & Adventurer Sport Day 

March 25 BI Day—Southampton 

March 27 Bermuda Conference EXCOM 

March 27-31 BI Elementary Spirit Week 

There will be Health Outreach every Monday and Thursday beginning January 30.   

Place and time to be announced later. 



From the Interim Treasurer . . . 
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Interim Treasurer’s Update 
  
Bermuda Conference continues to be very blessed.     
 
We will discuss in this report where the Conference stands financially to October 2022.   
 
The objectives of the Treasury are: 
• Open, clear and timely communication to stakeholders (local committees, members, and Union); 
• Ensure that the assets of the Conference are effectively managed and identify opportunities to be more 

efficient ensuring value for dollars spent; 
• Identify risk and implement mitigating strategies to reduce/manage risk; 
• Provide timely and accurate financial reporting to key stakeholders; 
• Work with the stewardship directors to improve faithfulness. 
 
 

 

Bermuda Conference of Seventh-day Adventists requires a Treasurer/Chief Financial Officer.   
 
The Treasurer/Chief Financial Officer is a member of the Conference Executive officers who, in 
consultation with one another, carry forward the work of the Conference according to plans, 
policies, and programs voted by the constituency and/or the Conference Executive Committee. 
These plans, policies, and programs shall be in harmony with the doctrines and actions adopted 
and approved by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists in its quinquennial sessions.  
 
Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 
 
• Direct, in consultation with the Conference President, the financial affairs of the Conference. 
• Receive and disburse funds in harmony with policy. 
• Serve as office manager of the Bermuda Conference. 
• Serve as recording secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Bermuda Conference. 
• Ensure that adequate property, personnel, and general liability insurance is secured. 
• Develop and monitor the annual Bermuda Conference operating budget. 

 

“We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, 
and His teaching in our past history” - EGW Life Sketches, p. 196. 

 
“God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. The Lord of hosts is with us” …  

Ps. 46:1 & 7 

 Job Opportunity at Bermuda Conference 
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• Supervise the Bermuda Conference operations and distribute appropriations in harmony with 
the budget. 

• Receive and distribute special funds as authorized by the Bermuda Conference Executive 
committee. 

• Ensure that an adequate auditing program is operating throughout the conference territory, 
consulting with the Conference President, as necessary. 

• Advise and counsel throughout the Conference on fiscal matters at all levels. 
• Review incoming financial statements and minutes from subsidiary organizations regularly. 
• Provide financial policy and administrative coordination of the Conference institutions and 

entities. 
• Administer and guide the implementation of changes in GC/NAD/Atlantic Union Working 

Policy. 
• Be responsible for the care and maintenance of inter-field employees in harmony with policy. 
• Conduct Treasurers’ Councils at the local Conference level. 
• Review all major building projects and/or requests for such. 
• Review with Adventist Risk Management (ARM) on an ongoing basis, all aspects of insur-

ance coverage for the Conference and its subsidiary organizations. 
• Serve on boards and committees in the Bermuda Conference and the Atlantic Union as is 

consistent with the office of Treasurer. 
 

The successful candidate should possess the following: 
 
• Bachelor’s degree (BA/BS) in accounting, business administration/management, or equiva-

lent required.  Master’s degree preferred. 
• Minimum of ten (10) years’ work experience in SDA denominational accounting. 
• Excellent computing skills, including full MS Office Suite, and the ability to work with ac-

counting software packages. 
• Excellent communication skills and the ability to present financial statements clearly and 

concisely. 
• Ability to work efficiently under pressure, delivering accurate results to strict deadlines. 
 
Applicants must be practicing members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in good standing 
and model Christianity by upholding the faith and values of the Church. 
 
Please submit a detailed cover letter and résumé no later than Friday, 23rd December 2023 to: 

 
 

Human Resources Department 
Bermuda Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 

P.O. Box HM 1170, Hamilton HM EX 
Email:  info@bermudaconference.bm 
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Following are a few charts summarizing where the Conference and churches are from a tithe perspective. 

October 2022 (YTD) in Comparison Previous Years 
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MOCK TURKEY ROAST 

 
1 20-ounce can Worthington Vegetable Skallops, ground 
1 medium onion, finely chopped 
2 cups Pepperidge Farm Herb Stuffing, finely ground 
¼ cup canola oil 
3 eggs 
1 cup milk 
1 cup grated cheddar cheese 
1 tablespoon dried sweet basil 
A pinch of sage 
 
In a large bowl, mix together all ingredients.  Pour into a greased 9 
x 13 baking dish.  Bake at 350° for one hour. 
 

Serves: 15 

 

 

The Skallops may be purchased at the Adventist Book Centre 
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A NEW YEAR WITH THE LORD 
 

A new year is about to unfold 
With new opportunities to explore 

Doors will open for new experiences, 
New adventures with the Lord 

 
Remember not the former things, 

The things of this past year, 
The Lord will do new things in us, 

Much more than we are aware. 
 

For He will make a way for us 
As we put our trust in Him 

And He will guide our every step 
By His presence we have within 

 
What God has placed within our hearts, 

We find we'll be able to do 
If we look for the opportunities, 
We'll see the door to go through 

 
We mustn't let anything hold us back 

But rise up and take our place 
And be all that God wants us to be 

With a fresh touch of His grace 
 

© By M.S.Lowndes 

http://www.heavensinspirations.com/terms-of-use.html


Bermuda Conference of Seventh-day Adventists  
41 King  Street, Hamilton, Bermuda 

Phone (441) 292-4110 
President - Kenneth Manders 

Executive Secretary - W. DeJaun Tull 
Interim Treasurer - W. Aaron M. Spencer 

Communication Director - Damon Hendrickson 

Merry Christmas 
May He surround you with Faith, Hope and Love this 

Christmas season and always! 

FROM ALL OF US AT  
BERMUDA CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 

 


